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REE: NEW DELHI 8624 

1 . THE CHOGYAL IS EXPECTED TO SEE PM GANDHI JUNE 29 BUT THE 
IMPRESSION GIVEN BY MEA OEFICER (NORTHERN DIVISION KISHAN RANA) 

TO EMBOFE IS THAT IT WILL BE PRO-FORMA MEETING IN WHICH PM WILL 
MERELY REITERATE WHAT CHOGYAL HAS ALREADY HEARD FROM OTHER GOI 
OFEICIALS. 

2. THE SIKKIM ASSEMBLY RECONVENED JUNE 28 AND AGAIN PASSED- 
ARTICLE BY ARTICLE - THE CONSITUTION BILL TO REEMPHASIZE THAT 
THIS BILL REPRESENTS THE WILL OE THE ASSEMBLY. LEADER OF THE 
SIKKIM NATIONAL CONGRESS AND OF THE ASSEMBLY, KAZI LENDHUP 
DORJI, TOLD THE ASSEMBLY-ACCORDING TO DELHI PRESS REPORTS- 
THAT "THE CHOGYAL CAN STILL GIVE HIS ASSENT TO THE BILL BUT IE 
HE FAILED TO DO SO IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE ANY FUTURE ROLE EOR 
THE CHOGYAL IN SIKKIM." DORJI IS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE SENT 

A MESSAGE TO FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH (WHO IS CURRENTLY IN 
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AND THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO GET THE SIKKIMESE PEOPLE TO 
DEAL WITH THE CHOGYAL. 

3. DORJI REPORTEDLY ALSO SENT A MESSAGE JUNE 28 TO THE CHOGYAL 
ASKING HIM TO RETURN, ASSURING HIM THAT THE SIKKIM CONGRESS 
WOULD TRY TO PERSUADE THE PEOPLE TO RESPECT HIS STATUS AND ENSURE 
HIS PERSONAL SAFETY AND WELL-BEING AS WELL AS THAT OF HIS FAMILY. 
AT THE SAME TIME, IT EXPRESSED SHOCK OVER HIS EFFORT TO DEAL 

WITH THE GOI INSTEAD OF HIS OWN PEOPLE AND WARNED HIM HE SHOULD 
NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE MOUNTING ANGER OF THE SIKKIM PEOPLE. THE 
MESSAGE PURPORTEDLY CONCLUDES WITH THE HOPE THAT THE CHOGYAL 
WILL PLAY THE ROLE OF A "WELL-WISHER AND A RESPECTED FATHER- 
FIGURE." 

4. MEAN OFFICIAL TOLD US THE GOI HAS NO FIRM POSITION ON WHAT 
IT WILL DO IF THE CHOGYAL CONTINUES TO BALK BUT INSISTS INDIA 

DOES NOT INTEND TO ALTER THE FUNDAMENTAL PROTECTORATE RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN INDIA AND SIKKIM. REFERENCES TO SIKKIMESE INVOLVE- 
MENT IN INDIAN POLITICAL INSITUTIONS IN THE CONSITUTION BILL ARE 
PERMISSIVE AND WERE INSERTED AT THE "INSISTANCE" OF THE SIKKIM 
CONGRESS AND ABSOLUTELY NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE BY THE GOI 
ABOUT IMPLEMENTING THESE. AT THE SAME TIME, THE OFFICIAL SAID 
ANY SUSTANTIVE POWER FOR THE CHOGYAL WAS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
PROCESSES OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY IN SIKKIM AND THE CHOGYAL 
WOULD SIMPLY HAVE TO ACCEPT THIS. 

SCHNEIDER 
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